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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Thank you to all who were present at our February meet-
ing, both regular members and guests. Your participation 
and enthusiasm is greatly appreciated. 
We had another full house at Oregano's and a meeting 
filled with important information concerning upcoming 
events and rides. 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, man of many, many hats in our club, 
gave a safety tip and spoke about the upcoming Group 
Riding Course. Jim "Taz" Krepel gave an activities update. 
John and Dar Lunde spoke about our upcoming Top Cat's 
Dinner and Awards Banquet. Don't forget to fill out the 
Award's Ballot and forward to John and Dar. A.S.A.P! The 
dinner is March 19th at 4:00 P.M. at John Evans Inn, 
Crystal Lake, IL. 
Gary Wayman, Legislative Chairman of N.W. Suburban 
Abate of IL was our guest speaker. Gary did a great job 
explaining the importance of Abate to motorcycle enthusi-
asts as well as Abate's mission, which is to preserve the uni-
versal right to a safe, unrestricted motorcycle environment. 
If you believe in the adage, "Freedom Isn't Free'', sign up as 
an Abate member, be informed and get involved. 
Jordy and Sheila Glazov are planning another Door County 
Ride this year. The dates are Friday, June 9, 10, 11 & (12) 
- (if people want to stay over Sunday night). Reservations 
should be made as soon as possible. The Eagle Harbor Inn's 
phone number is 1-800-324-5427. When you call, say you 
are with the Jordan & Sheila Glazov Top Cats Weekend 
Ride. We would like to get a head count of participants for 
this ride at the March Meeting. 
We need a little help on this one. How can we better spread 
the workload on articles for ROAR? As you know, Wayne 
has been shouldering the load for a long time. I invite every 
member of Top Cats to contribute to ROAR. Uncover your 
hidden talent, write an article and submit it to Wayne for 
publication. 
Also, a reminder, Trikey Mickey will be at our April meet-
ing with his sewing machine. Bring the patches that you 
have accumulated over the winter and put Mikey to work. 
He does a great job and your jacket/vest will be ready for 
this riding season. 
Last, but not least, I again invite you, the membership, to 
communicate your ideas, suggestions for improvement, 
concerns, complaints, etc., to me and /or members of the 
board, so that they can be addressed. 
We are a Riding Club and spring is just around the corner. 
I'm looking forward to a fun filled and rewarding riding 
season. 

Ready for Spring? 
Total Tuning, Part 1- Brakes. 
By Traveler 

After an engine tune up, have you ever tuned your 
suspension, your tires,your brakes? Probably not. It's simple 
and it makes your bike much safer to ride. Total tunmg 
addresses things like dialing in suspension, setting initial sag, 
"tuning" tires, adjusting and tweaking brakes, ergonomics, 
ground clearance, etc. All of these should be tuned to the 
rider's weight, handling preferences, and typical riding 
conditions. Whether you modify your engine or not, serious 
riders "Dial in" their frame too. If you increase horsepower 
and don't tune the rest of the bike it would be much like a 
NASCAR team putting a 900 hp engine in a stock Ford 
Taurus. How safe do you think that'd be? 
There are three mechanical areas that you need to tune, each 
under six separate dynamic conditions. The areas to be tuned 
are the brakes, the suspension, and the tires. The six 
dynamics are; accelerating, decelerating, highway cruising, 
entering a curve, exiting a curve, and sudden braking. Note 
the reaction of your bike in each of these situations so you can 
mechanically "tune out" bad reactions or so you can 
anticipate that reaction and adjust your riding style to live 
with it. 
So...how do you tune your brakes? You tune your brakes to 
your personal preference while optimizing brake 
performance. Start with ergonomics. Set the brake pedal and 
the brake lever so you can reach them quickly and so that you 
have the greatest leverage to push / pull the brakes to full on. 
I prefer to have a front brake lever with minimal distance 
between off and full-on. This makes front wheel braking 
quicker and easier. The same applies to your rear brake lever. 
It should require minimal movement to the full-on position. 
Brake "feel' at both the foot pedal and the front lever should 
be firm and not spongy. If you have a cushy, spongy, feel to 
your brakes it is usually due to air in the hydraulic system, old 
or overheated brake fluid, or weak hydraulic lines. First bleed 
the brakes to remove any air in the system. If that doesn't do 
it, replace your brake fluid. Brake fluid can easily loose its 
viscosity through repeated overheating cycles caused by hot 
brakes. New brake fluid improves your braking performance 
and the lubrication of your internal brake components. 
Finally, if you still have a wimpy feel to your brakes, replace 
your hydraulic brake lines with steel braided lines. Steel 
braided lines are common to racing bikes because of the 
severe braking required during competition. The steel braid 
reduces spongmess from brake line expansion caused by high 
hydraulic pressures associated with aggressive braking. 
Brakes are not a matter of taste. They are a matter of money!! 
Cheap brakes give you cheap thrills. Expensive brakes will 
save - your - butt! Brakes range from carbon - carbon brakes 
thru low-carbon steel brakes, to composite - steel. Most 
street bikes have the cheapest composite - steel brakes that 
federal specs will allow. If you have $2,000 to $5,000, to 
spend then carbon - carbon brakes are for you. If not, the 

Your Prez, 

George Lax 

Page 1 	 CONTINUED ON PAGE....4 



/17- Mt 
Custom Motorcycle 

Emporium 
www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

O 

THE MOTO-JACK CYCLE LIFT 

The perfect tool to get your bike off the 
ground for washing, maintenance or 
storage. Made of heavy gauge steel, 
featuring a 4 ton hydraulic jack and 

dual safety stops at 3 levels. Expands 
from 5 to 16 inches. Heavy duty metal 

wheels allows you to move it easily 
around your garage or work area. 

Price: Only $239.00 
Randy's Cycle is a full service shop 

specializing in Harley Davidsons 
and all Metric Cruisers. 

****Parts 
****Accessories 
****Chrome Plating 
****Powder Coating 

WE CAN !O IT ALL! 
11013 Route 47, PO Box 516, 

Huntley, IL 60142 
(847) 669-0256 

FAX (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5526 
(glaxfg= hotmail com) 

Vice President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatric 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Tiger" Irvine 	 847/381-3253 
(obrienirvineprodigv.com) 

Secretary 	Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 
(carlbenderaol.com) 

Past President 	Ilk Case 	 708/750-4644 
(richard.I.casealac.ameritec.com) 

Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(teryalcia@aol.com) 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 	 815/356-0023 
bhulden@mc.net  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  

NEXT MEETING: March 7, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Brett Bacci (bbac59@aol.com) 	847/459-3906 
Jim "Taz" Krepel (info@gotravelinc.com 	815/459-9345 

Charity 	Ric Case (ricicase@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/634-6402 
Ray & Diane Caprio (rcapsr@aol.com ) 	630/837-0849 

Membership 	OPEN 
Programs 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 
Products 	Alicia Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Public Relations 	John "Coach" Eliasik 	 847/884-9313 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@mc.net) 	815/356-0023 
Safety 	Wayne "Traoier" ICrkpatric (wldrkpa117@aolcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (teryalcia@aol.com) 	847/639-4009 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Security 	Terry "Teacup" Pollick 	 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com) 	 847/732-2767 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220.lake.k12.iI.us) 	847/3826143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aol.com) 847-537-8989 
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

WORK OUT. With less than 60 days until good 
riding weather again, now is the time to get the 
old body in shape too. If you don't already have 
a work out routine, try these little exercises daily 
to prepare for this season. 

Neck Flex. Improve your ability to turn your 
head left and right as in checking a lane before 
you pull in or out. Roll your head around, touch-
ing your chin to your chest, your ears to your 
shoulders. (Do not try and drink while perform-
ing this exercise.) 

Grip. Improve handlebar grip by strengthen-
ing forearms. Squeeze a tennis ball a few times 
each day in each hand. 

Balance. Practice balance by standing on 
one foot while toweling off after a shower. Work 
up to standing on one foot unassisted. 

Arms/Chest. Do 15 - 20 deep pushups 
daily to strengthen arms and chest muscles. 
There are many exercises to prepare for the 
season other than these but... these'll get you 
started. 
FXR4. The success of the FXR 2 and FXR3 has 
spawned the introduction of the FXR4, 1340cc 
Evo. It looks real sharp and less than 1,000 will 
be produced. Price? It's listed at $17,995. Try 
to get one at that price! 
BANG! Wanna make your toy collection com-
plete? Rumor in the wonderful world of weapons 
is that an American firearms manufacturer will, 
if copyright issues are worked out, introduce a 
line of 9mm semi-auto pistols named Fat Boy, 
Ultra, Low Rider, Wide Glide, Springer, and 
Knuckle Head. You could be the first one on your 
block to own your very own 9mm Knuckle Head. 
Could Screaming Eagle ammunition be far 
behind? 
WORLD STANDARD? Has Harley - Davidson 
become the world standard of cruisers? Next 
time you read a road test of a foreign bike, see 
if the magazine doesn't mention H-D somewhere 
in the article. Oh.. by the way, check out the 
Yamaha Road Star and tell me that those big 
finned jugs and chromed push rod tubes are 
designed to look like a Honda Magna. 
NEXT OF KIN. Morbid thought but, would your 
riding buddies know where to find the name and 
phone number of your next of kin if they had to? 
Write it down and carry it in your wallet. Better 
yet, why don't we have space on the back of our 
Top Cats' membership card for a name and 
phone number of our next of kin? That way, your 
riding buddies would know where to look for it. 
OFF SEASON. What to do to kill time in the 

winter? Get your annual physical (Blood, urine, 
EKG) in January. Have your vision checked in 
February. Get a dental checkup in March. Be 
healthy and ready to ride in April. You owe it to 
yourself, to your family, and to your friends. 

Biker Culture 

Is it just me or does every rider spend the win-
ter months kicked back with a good glass of 
wine or a can of beer, a fine cigar, and a warm 
fire place, wondering... 

What would the speed of lightning be if it didn't 
zig zag? 
If a cow laughed, would milk come out her 
nose? 
Does anyone work with gruntled employees? 
After eating, do frogs need to wait an hour 
to come OUT of the water? 
Why don't they make mouse - flavored cat 
food? 
If cats have scratching posts, why don't dogs 
have artificial legs they can hump? 
Is Disney World a people trap operated by a 
big mouse? 
Whose cruel idea was it to put an 's' in lisp? 
Do Australians call the world "Up Over"? 
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
Where is my "Permanent record" and who 
keeps it anyway? 
If a pilot flies faster than the speed of sound, 
can he still hear the radio? 
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor 
and dish washing soap made with real 
lemons? 
How can there be "self - help" groups? 
Why are wrong numbers never busy? 
Why do "Slow Children" signs have a picture 
of a child running? 
If swimming is good exercise, why do whales 
look so fat? 
Why is it called lipstick if you can still move 
your lips? 
And remember, sex is like air...it's really not 
that important unless you aren't getting any. 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
	

M-F 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

HARR DAVIDSON 
%EY 

"14 
I' liFf? 

HULDEN 
Ore 
44111:AW 
GRAPHICS,,A. 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

.AIMING 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

DAR & JOHN LUNDE 

CONTINUED FROM PAC.E....1 

optimum street set up would be multi-piston brake calipers 
with HH sintered pads in the front and kevlar pads in the rear. 
HH is a friction rating and, for high speed riding and sudden 
braking, the most efficient type of brakes you'll find. 
Unfortunately, most street cruisers come stock with AS brake 
pads. AS as in Awe Sh%&! !when you have to stop quick. 
The art of adjusting motorcycle brakes has been lost thru the 
introduction of full floating disks, floating pistons, fixed 
travel and an amazing assortment of shims. The typical brake 
adjustment on today's cruisers is limited to shims behind the 
brake pads. These shims adjust the distance between the 
brake pad and the brake rotor, measured in thousandths of an 
inch, so the hydraulic brake system can effectively clamp the 
pads to the rotor. Too much distance and you'll have too 
much travel in your pedal or lever for the brakes to work 
effectively. Too little distance and your brakes may drag 
causing excessive heat, brake fade (loss), and increased strain 
on your engine. 

In order of importance, the items to "tune" on your brake 
system are: 

THE BEST CUBAN STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 

PURCHASE LEGALLY IN THE UNITED STA TES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES ! 

ORDER ON-LINE 
CIGARS 	WWW.VCIGAR.COM  

CARL BENDER, C.E.O. 	 800 367 0153 00E024 H. 
CARLBENDER@AOL.COM 	847-3815652 LOCAL NUMBER 

1. Adjust the hand lever and foot pedal so you can reach 
them quickly and so they have minimal travel. 

2. Make sure you have good, clean, air - free brake fluid in 
your system. 

3. Use the best available brake pads for your style of 
riding. Not sure of your style? Go with HH sintered pads all 
around. 

4. For maximum effectiveness, high performance brakes 
will operate thru steel braided hydraulic lines. 

Once you have tuned your brakes, remember to test them 
over the six dynamics; accelerating, decelerating, cruising, 
entering a curve, exiting a curve, and sudden braking. 

Accelerating: Any brake drag? 

Decelerating: Do brakes respond to light braking smoothly? 

Cruising: Brake rotors should not heat up on extended 
duration rides at cruising speed. 

Entering a Curve: (Look, brake, lean, accelerate.) Do they 
slow you smoothly enough to set up for the turn? 

Exiting a Curve: Do brakes release quick enough to 
allow a fast throttle roll on? 

Sudden Braking: Do they lock up predictably or shudder, 
slip or stick? 

If your brakes don't perform they way they should and the 
way you want them too (hopefully the same) keep tuning and 
remember...it's not just a matter of how fast you can go...it's 
also a matter of how fast you can stop. Next time someone 
brags about how fast their scooter will run... just eyeball their 
brakes. If they are stock, you're talking to a relative novice. 

Next issue, we'll tackle the most complex, yet the most 
critical, issue of tuning a motorcycle for performance and 
safety... suspension. 
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idwests 
otorcycle 

ENTERPRISES 

LAKE VILLA, IL 

ALL MAKES 
ALL MODELS 

IN STOCK 
NOW! 

(847) 356-3000 

Mary 	■--Ac Kawasaki 
Come ride with us. Let the good times roll. 

EXCELSIOR•HENDERSON 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

SPECIAL FINANCING 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 

7/4 3 477/
S: 

V G-  // T L 
/ELE/N  

40` _5   

ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 
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SUZUKIL *fat  
TORCYCLes  
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Your 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 



ROCK N ROLL GRILL 
UPCOMING EVENTS!!! 

JIMMY BUFFETT PARTY FEBRUARY 27 TH!!! 
LIVE MUSIC-DRINK SPECIALS-FREE BUFFET!!! 

WEAR A HAWAII SHIRT OR BATHING SUIT AND GET A 
SPECIAL PRICED DRINK TO START THE DAY!!! 

SEE OUR PALM TREES AND PARROT HEAD DECO!!! 

ST. PATRICKS DAY IS COMING !!! 
WE'LL HAVE A CORN BEEF AND CABBAGE RAFFLE ON MARCH 12 TH, 

INCLUDING FREE BUFFET AND LIVE MUSIC!!! 
THEN A FULL BLOWN ST. PATTY'S PARTY ON MARCH 17 TH!!! 

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4-7 WE HAVE A FREE BUFFET, AND FROM 7-
11 WE HAVE LIVE MUSIC BY THE BURRS BEST BLUES AND ROCKERS 

EVERY SUNDAY STARTING AT NOON WE HAVE A FREE HOT DOG 
BUFFET AND LIVE MUSIC STARTING AT 3 TILL 7!!! 

EVERY TUESDAY IS TACO TUESDAY, WHERE THE TACO'S ARE FREE 
FROM 5-8PM!!! BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY!!! 

MONDAY'S ARE UNOFFICIAL TOP CAT GATHERINGS, SO IF YOU 
WANT TO SEE THE GANG MORE OFTEN THAN ONCE A MONTH, THIS 

IS THE DAY THEY'RE HANGING AT THE BAR!!! 5ISH TILL ???? 



General Meeting Minutes - February 2000 
By Hawkeye 

The Pony Express Ride benefiting Breast Cancer 
will take place on July 7, with Sandy Vernon lead-
ing a ride from Des Moines, Iowa to St. Joseph, 
Missouri. Call Sandy Vernon for details. 
Dr. Vito Racanelli spoke about an upcoming event 
for the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. A dinner 
will be help on April 8, and the Ride for Kids Sake 
is July 16, leaving from Northbrook. Call Vito for 
more info for both events. 
Sandy Vernon is looking for a sponsor to donate the 
printing costs for our corporate brochure to pro-
mote our Top Cats' Charity Ride. The costs will be 
about $1,250. The sponsor will get his business logo 
prominently displayed on the brochure, as a main 
sponsor. PLEASE call Sandy to learn how you can 
help NISRA and the Top Cats' Charity get off to a 
good start. 
The Top Cats' Annual Banquet will be Sunday, 
March 19 at 4:00 PM. at the John Evans Inn in 
Crystal Lake. John and Dar Lundy are in charge of 
this event. The cost is $25 per person, which 
includes all food and entertainment. (Cash bar will 
be provided) PLEASE call John or Dar right away 
and get your money in so they can give the restau-
rant accurate numbers. This will be a great party, 
with awards and fun prizes. DON'T DELAY, CALL 
NOW TO SIGN UP. This is a "DON'T MISS" 
event. 
Gary Wayman, the Legislative Chairman of NW 
Suburban ABATE spoke to the group about all the 
terrific things that the ABATE lobby group does for 
motorcycling. If you are not already a member of 
ABATE, you should be. Call Gary at 847-398-9713 
to join. 
Little Sturgis Update: Call now to reserve your 
room at the Radisson Quad Cities Hotel 800-333-
3333. Dates are Friday, June 16 and Saturday, June 
17. Mention that you are a Top Cat to receive a spe-
cial rate of $86 per night. Don't delay. Make that 
reservation NOW. 
Big Sturgis Update: Not many rooms left at the 
Alex Johnson Hotel in Rapid City South Dakota for 
August 7 thru Aug. 13. Get your reservations in 
right away by calling Nancy Cooper Gant at 1-800-
888-2539. Tell her you are a Top Cat to get the spe-
cial room rate. 
DON'T FORGET: Members should check out our 
website at least once a week for updates to the Ride 
Calendar, and for news bulletins. Also, check the 
Top Cats Hotline frequently for updates, event 
times, and bulletins. 

Minutes of the Board Meeting - February 2000 
In attendance: George Lax, Jim Irvine, Carl Bender, 
Terry Kumro, Ric Case, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Ken 
Glassman, Sandy Vernon, and Bard Boand. 

The Board approved the use of the Top Cats 
Membership Roster for commercial purposes, if 
used ONLY BY A TOP CAT MEMBER. No Top Cat 
is allowed to give out the list to anyone outside of 

the club for ANY reason or use. 
The Board approved giving the Charity 
Committee S1,000 as seed money to get the 
NISRA Charity Ride off to a good start. 

Bored Members 
By Traveler 

Bored members? Yes, bored, not board. As a member of 
the Top Cats Board for a few years, I have observed a 
commonality between Board members from year to 
year...boredom. If you think it's exciting discussing, in 
painful detail, the club's most trivial, mundane issues 
after a full evening of a general membership meeting, to 
determine what's in the best interest of our members 
then...zzzzzzz. 
Add to this utter vacuum of emotional stimulation, the 
least amount of criticism, and you get the Nation's most 
thankless job...motorcycle club officer. 
Each of our Board members actively contributes to the 
welfare and enjoyment of every member by not only 
looking for areas of improvement but, by patiently lis-
tening, discussing, evaluating, and voting on issues 
brought before the Board. Often, Board meetings drag 
on for two or three hours beyond the regular meeting. 
These unpaid, and I hope they stay that way, positions 
demand someone who cares enough about their sport to 
sacrifice their time and maintain their interest in keep-
ing the club functioning. 
Every Board member welcomes, and invites input, ideas, 
and recommendations on how to improve everything we 
do as a club. No one, however, can please all of the peo-
ple, all of the time and some criticism is expected from 
time to time. 
Just remember... the galleries are full of critics. They 
play no ball. They fight no fights. They make no mistakes 
because they attempt nothing. Down on the field are the 
doers. They make mistakes because they attempt many 
things. Henry Ford forgot to put a reverse gear into his 
first automobile. Edison spent almost two million dollars 
on an invention that was a total failure. And, Babe Ruth, 
for decades the Home Run King, holds baseball's strike-
out record. 
The man who makes no mistakes is the one who never 
tries anything. He becomes the brake on the wheel of 
progress. I suppose, in all fairness, it cannot be said that 
he makes no mistakes at all for his biggest mistake is not 
that he tries nothing but, that he criticizes those who do. 
Next time you have the chance to talk with any Board 
member, tell them what you think about the club and 
how to make it better. Don't just criticize, whine, and 
complain to the person next to you, or assume you 
can't change anything, make a difference. If you feel 
strongly enough about an issue... take it to a Board 
member for help in getting it addressed by the Board. 
Every one of them will welcome your comments. 
(Don't tell anyone, but the Board members actually 
get paid by how long they can keep a discussion 
going on any issue presented.) 
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WAUCONDA 
	

HAWTHORNE WOODS 
847-526-4499 
	

847-566-3003 

CAUTION CORNER!!!! 
By Traveler 

Group Riding. It's hard enough to watch the 
highway, control your bike, perform hand sig-
nals, and keep an eye on traffic while riding 
solo. The whole scene is compounded when 
you're riding with a group. In a group, you have 
the added requirements of maintaining your 
lane, your distance from other riders, your 
speed relative to the group, and your awareness 
of what the group will do next (slow down, turn, 
stop, etc.) Ilow do you get comfortable and feel 
safe in group riding? 

Solution. To gain experience in riding with a 
group, you will learn more, and find it less 
"intense", by riding in the back of the group. 
Don't ride up front for your first few group rides 
and don't ride the number two position. That's 
traditionally reserved for the senior member of 
the club, i.e. president, secretary, treasurer, 
etc. Riding toward the back will give you more 
advance notice of turns, curves, stops, etc. 
While you may experience the "Accordion 
Effect" in the back, you will have more time to 
see what's happening, such as hand signals, 
think about it, and react to it. There is nothing 
wrong with riding in the back of a group. It is 
often more relaxing simply because it is less 
intense. If you're new at group riding just 
remember, we all were at some point in time. 

NOW SERVING YOU FROM 2 GREAT LOCATIONS 

PRIVATE ROOMS FOR PARTIES AND BANQUETS 

Riding Season is Upon Us 
By Hawkeye 

Well riding season is just upon us. Oh I know, we've had 
a few nice days here and there this winter to get the 
scooter out for a little spin. But now the weather will 
become more cooperative, and allow us to really get out 
of hibernation. So with that in mind, it's not too early to 
think about getting your bike detailed and ready to be 
stylin' this summer. So, if your bike needs a good 
workover from being in storage all winter, or to wash off 
the crud from those few winter miles, give Jim Lield, of 
Lield Enterprises, a call. He'll come to your house and 
make your bike look brand new. In fact, he'll make ANY 
vehicle you have look showroom fresh. And at very rea-
sonable costs. 

If you need to service your ride with fresh oil, brakes, 
tune-up, or just a general safety check so you can ride 
with confidence, check out Randy's Cycle, Ideal Ride, 
or Suburban Harley. Maybe you are looking for a few 
chrome bits to add to the luster of your ride. These guys 
will get you anything you need. If you've got a metric 
cruiser, check out Banzai Motorsports, and Nielsen 
Enterprises. Between those two, they have all the 
Japanese bike franchises, as well as covering Excelsior-
Henderson, Polaris, Triumph, and Ducati. Sales, Parts, 
Service, they can do it all. 

Once you get out on the road and feel like stopping off for 
a cold one, check out the Rock & Roll Grill. Lots of Top 
Cats hang out there because they've got some really 
friendly bar girls with really big smiles. And remember, 
show your Top Cats' Membership card, and the first drink 
is free. And of course, that l000ng antique bar at 
O'Traina's is always inviting, (and the Margaritas are 
great) and we know how good the food is there and at 
Oregano's. If you want a nice Italian meal, take your 
friends over to Pasta Diablo, owned by Ric Cases kids. 
He eats there all the time. Of course, if you're entertain-
ing friends at home, stop by Entertaining Tuna for all 
your seafood needs. John and Dar Lunde fixed me up 
with some crab legs that my friends are still talking about. 

And after a long days ride, and a great meal, what better 
way to relax than in your own bubbling hot tub. (Carl) 
Hart Pool and Spa can fix you right up with one of those, 
as well as all your pool needs. And what better way to 
enjoy that tub than with a nice long, smooth hand-
wrapped cigar, from V-Cigars. And with Fathers Day 
coming, and graduations, you can celebrate those spe-
cial occasions with a good smoke. 

If you are now asking yourselves, "How do I find these 
places, or know how to reach them?" Look no further 
than this ROAR, published monthly by Barry Hulden of 
Hulden Graphics. They are all people and businesses 
who support our ROAR and Club every month. They 
deserve our support in return. Let's not forget about 
them ! 

Page 6 



THE TAZ LINE... 
ByTaz&TT  

Because of some questions and conversations that I have 
had over the last few months, I thought it was time to 
inform the members of Top Cats what I believe the job of 
activities director should be. 
When Gray Ghost asked me to be Activities Director, the 
first thing that came to my mind was this was going to be a 
very important job. 
Taking a page out of Traveler's past I would be the first link 
in the chain of command for: 
1.Putting the activities calendar together. 
2.Obtain Road Captains and Assistant Road Captains for all rides. 
3.Assisting Road Captains in the organization of their rides. 
4. Assisting members in bringing forth their ideas for pos-
sible rides. 
All these things are important, but I think the most impor-
tant thing is to get the participation of the members. 
We need other members to put in their two cents on how 
the rides are, what they would like in a ride, and where 
they would like to go. 
We have all kinds of rides scheduled for the next year, and 
we talk about Big Sturgis, Little Sturgis, Daytona, etc... 
Well what's also important are those rides that are not 
planned out, or big events. It's those little rides where 4 or 
5 members go to a little town north, south, east, or west of 
where you started at. You know... I bet a lot of members 
have been, on that spur of the moment ride where you 
come to a stop sign, flip a coin, or take a chance on which 
way you should go... left, right, or straight ahead. These are 
the adventure rides where you don't know where you're 
going, or even exactly where you are. It's the fun of the 
ride at that particular moment in time. ICs when you come 
to a little town named Orangeville, that has a little bar and 
grill where you can get a sandwich or burger and a drink 
for just two dollars and fifty cents, and you swear it's the 
best food you ever had. 
Well it's those types of rides that I can't, or would not even 
try to plan, but you, as members can (by calling others to 
go for a ride). Even if they can't ride this time, just think of 
what you did for that member. You made him or her feel 
wanted as a friend and as a fellow member of Top Cats. 
You held out your hand to a person that maybe you did not 
know very well, but I bet at the next meeting, that person 
will want to know how your ride went. You may have 
found a new friend or a riding companion for your next 
ride, and who knows you may have found someone that 
can help you in a myriad of ways. 
If you have any suggestions about the club or our riding 
activities, feel free to email me at infoagotravelinc.com , or 
phone me at 815 459-9345. Even pull me over at one of the 
meetings. I will be happy to convey any suggestions to the 
powers that be. 
Or, if you should wake up some beautiful Sunday morning 
and want to ride, give me a call but... make it early. I might 
already be out there at some intersection flipping a coin. 
Now...here's the rides and Activities for March: 

Activities-March 2000 
3 - 12 Bike Week, Daytona, FL 

4 	Installation Dinner, Jersey Pine Cruisers 

7 	Top Cat's Meeting, 7:00 PM 

19 	Top Cats' Annual Banquet, 4:00 PM, 
John Evans Inn, Crystal Lake, IL. Road 
Captains: John and Dar Lundy 

26 	Top Cats' Pick Up Ride, Egg Harbor, 
10:00 AM, Road Captain: Anyone 

22 	Top Cats' Charity Ride Meeting, 7:30 
PM, O'Traina's, N. Main St, 
Wauconda, IL 

CONTACT JIM "TAZ" KREPEL, ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE,(815)459-9345, FOR IDEAS, COMMENTS, OR 
DETAILS ON RIDES. 

Check the Top Cats' HotLine for all event details: (847) 622-3501 
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PROVIDE A 

& COZY 
ENVIRONMENT FOR 

YOUR FAMILY. 

MARQUIS SPAS T'cl"Ruy 

HEALTHY. 
EVERY DAY. YOUR BODY AND 

MIND CAN EXPERIENCE TOTAI 

RELAXATION. 

SIMPLE. 
NO SPECIAL PLUMBING REQUIRED 

AND EASY TO MAINTAIN. JUST FILL 

IT UP. SIT BACK AND RELAX. 

AFFORDABLE. 
A VARIETY OF MODELS INCLUDES 

ONE AT THE PRICE RANGE RIGHT 

FOR YOU. 

READY. 
COME BY OUR SHOWROOM FOR 

A FREE SOAK AND EXPERIENCE THE 

SENSATION FOR YOURSELF. 

HART POOL & SPA 
1621 W ALGONQUIN RD. 

MT. PROSPECT 
• (847) 437-3320 

www.marquisspas.com  

Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 
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